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"One of the best books short of the famous Ann Rule works." --True Crime Book ReviewsOn a

snowy winter evening in 1982, twenty-one-year-old Mary Brown accepted a ride from a handsome

stranger in the resort town of Breckenridge, Colorado. The trip ended with her brutally beaten and

raped. Mary survived, but her predator's violence had only just begun. After ten years in prison, Tom

Luther was released a far more vicious criminal. Soon, from the Rockies to West Virginia, like Ted

Bundy, Luther enticed a chain of women into his murderous trap. In this gripping new edition of a

true crime masterpiece, acclaimed author Steve Jackson recounts the intriguing pursuit and long

awaited conviction of a charismatic, monstrous psychopath--one who remains a suspect in three

other crimes, and has never given up hope of escape. "Steve Jackson is a born storyteller. He

makes you sweat. . .and turn the page." --Ron Franscell, author of The Darkest NightIncludes 16
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Alert, True Crime fans! For those of us who feast on the genre and who have known too often the

frustration--a kind of tawdry humiliation, really, considering the subject-matter--of spending good



dollars for bad product, Steve Jackson's "Monster" is superb value both content- and price-wise. At

a beefy 530 pages ('s count is uncharacteristically incorrect), Jackson's book is well-researched and

features a clear narrative account that is beyond mere "easy to follow"--this book enters the realm of

the "could not put it down." The book's length allows its author to include a wealth of detail regarding

the heinous crimes of one Thomas Luther, and allows him to do so in an unstilted manner--there's

not an incident recounted here that reads awkwardly. Unlike many convoluted attempts by authorial

wannabes, Jackson's prose is the real deal; it reads as true as its recounted conversations ring. The

book records the pursuit of Luther by Detective Scott Richardson, and documents the twists, turns,

and inner turmoil involved in a case of this nature: As Richardson struggles first to find the body of

Cher Elder and then to prove the case against the sociopathic Luther, a chronic repeat offender, the

reader becomes an active agent in that pursuit, rather than a passive follower of it. Those of you

well-read in the genre know what I mean when I say that this is an extremely difficult task for a

writer. Jackson is worth two Ann Rules and three Jack Olsens, and those are writers I much admire.

Indeed, other than Capote's "In Cold Blood," the Platonic ideal for a true-crime tome, I can think of

no book I've found more of an enjoyable challenge.
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